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‘The First mission of a newspaper is
to tell the truth as nearly as the truth may
be ascertained...The newspaper’s duty is to
its readers and to the public at large, and not
to the private interests of the owner. In the
pursuit of truth, the newspaper shall be pre-
pared to make sacrifices of its material for-
tunes, if such course be necessary for the
public good. The newspaper shall not be the
ally of any special interest, but shall be fair
and free and wholesome in its outlook on

public affairs and public men’
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much more than a business’
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‘The basis of our government being
the opinion of the people, the very first object
should be to keep that right; and were it left
to me to decide whether we should have a
government without newspapers, or newspa-
pers without a government, | should not

hesitate a moment to prefer the latter’
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‘Yet almost all modern journalism
takes place within a corporate setting, which

limits and influences what journalists do.’
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‘...distracting editors from journalism’s
civic purpose and so damaging reader loyalty
and the longer term health of the business.
By the end of the twentieth century, in deed
if not in name, American journalistic leaders

had been transformed into business people.’
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‘The first job of journalism is to find
out, communicate accurately, and be trusted.
If it cannot be trusted then it will be neither

believed nor respected’
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Elements of Journalism
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®. Journalism’s first obligation is to the
truth.
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. Its first loyalty is to citizens.
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. Its essence is a discipline of verifica-

tion.
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&. Its practitioners must maintain an

independence from those they cover.
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&. It must serve as an independent

monitor of power.
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o. It must provide a forum for public
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criticism and compromise.
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&V It must strive to make the significant

interesting and relevant.
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. [t must keep the news comprehen-

sive and in proportion.
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«. Its practitioners have an obligation

to exercise their personal conscience.
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@o. Citizens, too, have rights and re-

sponsibilities when it comes to the news.
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